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Sutherland Reflections

A project by Bronwyn Lace and Marcus Neustetter

Bringing in 2009’s International year of Astronomy together with the South African Astronomical Observatory in Sutherland, artists Bronwyn Lace and Marcus Neustetter will be launching their project with experimental interventions during the night of New Year’s Eve 2008. 

These interventions on the evening of 31st December will act as precursors and experiments for the following two weeks of activities that result in a land-art and kite flying spectacle up to and on the 14th January 2009.
Sutherland Reflections aims to create an experience for participation, artistic interventions and a creative spectacle in the form of a community driven kite flying artwork. 

The artists’ intention is to address the current attitude and relationship between the seeming “distance” of the disadvantaged communities in Sutherland and the international neighbouring telescopic observatory. The artistic intervention employs a playful activity to fill the liminal space between these two communities and where their reality lies – between the earth and the stars. 

Through creative expression and reflection, the project will respond to the landscape and use predominantly found materials in the form of workshops and educational tools to facilitate the creation of sky and land artworks.  

Together with members of the Sutherland community, Lace and Neustetter will be playing with ideas of perspective, reflection, shadows and reaching for the stars, the Sutherland Reflections project intends to develop outcomes that are meaningful and thought-provoking while being spectacular, aesthetic and enchanting.  
While the highlight will focus on a kite flying event (day and night), the outcomes will incorporate ground drawings and land installations that hope to stimulate opportunities for an annual festival and permanent structures between the town of Sutherland to the Observatory.
Supported by:

The National Arts Council

South African Astronomical Observatory (SAAO) and Southern African Large Telescope (SALT)

The Karoo Hoogland Municipality, The Sutherland Tourism Board and the people of Sutherland
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For more information please contact:

Marcus Neustetter: 082 929 1569 mn@onair.co.za 

Bronwyn Lace: 071 682 0756 bronwyn.lace@gmail.com
Please see www.astronomy2009.org.za for more details on the The South African Astronomical Observatory in Sutherland New Years Eve event and the International Year of Astronomy (IYA2009).
About the artists:

Bronwyn Lace

Bronwyn Lace is a practicing artist based in Johannesburg. As part of this practice she

investigates the relationship between art and science and how both inform mans relationship to

his environment. She has collaborated on many projects focusing on the development of

communities and activation of public space in South Africa. She co-founded the website

www.saartsemerging.org with artist Nathaniel Stern and Simon Gush. Bronwyn coordinates the

About Art adult education programme at The Bag Factory; she is also an assistant to the curator

of the SABC art collection and works as a part time lecturer AAA School of Advertising, lecturing

on Graphic Design history for 1st years.

www.bronwynlace.net

Marcus Neustetter

Based in Johannesburg, Marcus Neustetter has been developing projects that play with the concepts of communication, exchange and translation of information and experiences within systems and structures. Experimental in their approach these have taken the form of conceptually driven mixed-and multi-media, mobile, installation, digital video/photography and web artworks playing with online and offline discoveries and information. While often digitally oriented, in this process he has been actively exploring analogue and socially focused ways of responding to and interpreting his physical and virtual experiences of his context. Inspired by systems (functional or dysfunctional), he seeks to present their manifestation whether through ephemeral interventions or by proposing alternatives.

Born in Johannesburg, South Africa, on the 14 November 1976, Marcus Neustetter attended the Deutsche Schule zu Johannesburg from 1982 to 1994. He read for his Bachelor of Arts in Fine Arts at the University of the Witwatersrand, earning his Masters Degree in 2001. During this time he launched sanman (Southern African New Media Art Network).

In the past 7 years Marcus Neustetter has been consistently producing and exhibiting art and, in partnership with Stephen Hobbs, has been active with The Gallery Premises, The Trinity Session and in their collaborative capacity as Hobbs/Neustetter (www.onair.co.za).

www.marcusneustetter.net

www.onair.co.za
